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Review 
 

1) What does the phrase the “Work of Christ” refer to? 
 
“In short, it refers to ALL that Christ did when he came to this earth ‘for us and our salvation,’ 
all that he continues to do now that he risen from the dead and at God’s right hand, and all that 
he will do when he returns in glory at the end of the age.” – Robert Letham 

 
2) Why should we study the “Work of Christ?” 

 
Essentially and simply put, our understanding of the work of Christ affects every aspect 
of our being. From the way we live our life to the message that we declare about eternal 
life, a Biblical understanding of the “work of Christ” is absolutely vital. 

 
Lesson #28 – The Work of Christ – Jesus as Priest (Part 1) 
 

I. The Role of the Old Testament Priest 
 
• While the prophet is supremely the mouthpiece of God to the people, the priest 

is humanity’s representative before God.   
 

• Hebrews 5:1 – “For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act 
on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.” 
 

II. The Functions of the Old Testament Priest 
 
• Israel’s representative in the presence of God.  (Note - The distinctive breastplate 

he wore contained 12 gems, with the names of the 12 tribes of Israel set on them. 
Each time he went into the presence of God he would carry these gems with him, 
thus representing the people before God.) 
 

i. Exodus 28:17-21 – “You shall set in it four rows of stones. A row of 
sardius, topaz, and carbuncle shall be the first row; 18 and the second row 
an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond; 19 and the third row a jacinth, an 
agate, and an amethyst; 20 and the fourth row a beryl, an onyx, and a 
jasper. They shall be set in gold filigree. 21 There shall be twelve stones 
with their names according to the names of the sons of Israel. They shall 
be like signets, each engraved with its name, for the twelve tribes.” 
 

ii. Exodus 28:29 – “So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel in the 
breastpiece of judgment on his heart, when he goes into the Holy Place, to 
bring them to regular remembrance before the LORD.” 
 

• He had prophetic functions 
 

i. Exodus 28:30 – “And in the breastpiece of judgment you shall put the 
Urim and the Thummim, and they shall be on Aaron’s heart, when he 
goes in before the LORD. Thus Aaron shall bear the judgment of the 
people of Israel on his heart before the LORD regularly.” 
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ii. Leviticus 8:8 – “And he placed the breastpiece on him, and in the 
breastpiece he put the Urim and the Thummim.” 
 

iii. 1 Samuel 14:36-41 – “Then Saul said, “Let us go down after the Philistines 
by night and plunder them until the morning light; let us not leave a man 
of them.” And they said, “Do whatever seems good to you.” But the 
priest said, “Let us draw near to God here.” 37 And Saul inquired of God, 
“Shall I go down after the Philistines? Will you give them into the hand of 
Israel?” But he did not answer him that day. 38 And Saul said, “Come 
here, all you leaders of the people, and know and see how this sin has 
arisen today. 39 For as the LORD lives who saves Israel, though it be in 
Jonathan my son, he shall surely die.” But there was not a man among all 
the people who answered him. 40 Then he said to all Israel, “You shall be 
on one side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other side.” And 
the people said to Saul, “Do what seems good to you.” 41 Therefore Saul 
said, “O LORD God of Israel, why have you not answered your servant 
this day? If this guilt is in me or in Jonathan my son, O LORD, God of 
Israel, give Urim. But if this guilt is in your people Israel, give 
Thummim.” And Jonathan and Saul were taken, but the people escaped. 
42 Then Saul said, “Cast the lot between me and my son Jonathan.” And 
Jonathan was taken.” 
 

• The priest pronounced benedictions on Israel declaring the covenant blessing of 
the Lord 
 

i. Numbers 6:22-27 – The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23 “Speak to 
Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you 
shall say to them,  24 The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the LORD 
make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 26 the LORD lift 
up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 27 “So shall they put 
my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.” 
 

ii. Leviticus 9:22 – “Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and 
blessed them, and he came down from offering the sin offering and the 
burnt offering and the peace offerings.” 
 

• The priesthood in general presided over the offering of the daily sacrifices. The 
High Priest alone was involved in the annual ritual of the Day of Atonement 
 

i. Leviticus 16:1-34 – “The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two 
sons of Aaron, when they drew near before the LORD and died, 2 and the 
LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at any time 
into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat that is on the ark, 
so that he may not die. For I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. 
3 But in this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with a bull from 
the herd for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 4 He shall put 
on the holy linen coat and shall have the linen undergarment on his body, 
and he shall tie the linen sash around his waist, and wear the linen 
turban; these are the holy garments. He shall bathe his body in water and 
then put them on. 5 And he shall take from the congregation of the 
people of Israel two male goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt 
offering.  
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6  “Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall make 
atonement for himself and for his house. 7 Then he shall take the two 
goats and set them before the LORD at the entrance of the tent of 
meeting. 8 And Aaron shall cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the 
LORD and the other lot for Azazel. 9 And Aaron shall present the goat on 
which the lot fell for the LORD and use it as a sin offering, 10 but the goat 
on which the lot fell for Azazel shall be presented alive before the LORD 
to make atonement over it, that it may be sent away into the wilderness to 
Azazel.  
 
11 “Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall 
make atonement for himself and for his house. He shall kill the bull as a 
sin offering for himself. 12 And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire 
from the altar before the LORD, and two handfuls of sweet incense 
beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil 13 and put the incense 
on the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover the 
mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die. 14 And he 
shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on 
the front of the mercy seat on the east side, and in front of the mercy seat 
he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times. 
  
15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and 
bring its blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the 
blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy seat and in front of the 
mercy seat. 16 Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because 
of the uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their 
transgressions, all their sins. And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, 
which dwells with them in the midst of their uncleannesses. 17 No one 
may be in the tent of meeting from the time he enters to make atonement 
in the Holy Place until he comes out and has made atonement for himself 
and for his house and for all the assembly of Israel. 18 Then he shall go 
out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement for it, and 
shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, 
and put it on the horns of the altar all around. 19 And he shall sprinkle 
some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it and 
consecrate it from the uncleannesses of the people of Israel.  
 
20 “And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place and the 
tent of meeting and the altar, he shall present the live goat. 21 And Aaron 
shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it 
all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all 
their sins. And he shall put them on the head of the goat and send it away 
into the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness. 22 The goat 
shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area, and he shall let the 
goat go free in the wilderness.  
 
23 “Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and shall take off the 
linen garments that he put on when he went into the Holy Place and shall 
leave them there. 24 And he shall bathe his body in water in a holy place 
and put on his garments and come out and offer his burnt offering and 
the burnt offering of the people and make atonement for himself and for 
the people. 25 And the fat of the sin offering he shall burn on the altar. 26 
And he who lets the goat go to Azazel shall wash his clothes and bathe 



4 

his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp. 27 And the 
bull for the sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was 
brought in to make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be carried outside 
the camp. Their skin and their flesh and their dung shall be burned up 
with fire. 28 And he who burns them shall wash his clothes and bathe his 
body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp.  
 
29 “And it shall be a statute to you forever that in the seventh month, on 
the tenth day of the month, you shall afflict yourselves and shall do no 
work, either the native or the stranger who sojourns among you. 30 For 
on this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you. You shall be 
clean before the LORD from all your sins. 31 It is a Sabbath of solemn rest 
to you, and you shall afflict yourselves; it is a statute forever. 32 And the 
priest who is anointed and consecrated as priest in his father’s place shall 
make atonement, wearing the holy linen garments. 33 He shall make 
atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the 
tent of meeting and for the altar, and he shall make atonement for the 
priests and for all the people of the assembly. 34 And this shall be a 
statute forever for you, that atonement may be made for the people of 
Israel once in the year because of all their sins.” And Moses did as the 
LORD commanded him. 
 


